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Editorial

Sexual Violence and Gender Inequality

Feminism frames sexual violence not merely as 
aggressive actions such as rape, sexual assault, 
sexual harassment, or other physical attacks that 

target a person’s sexuality. Rather, it puts these actions 
into the context of a more complex relationship of 
gender and structural inequality. Essentially, a hierarchy 
of sexuality allows women to be one of the groups that 
are vulnerable to violence, including sexual violence. 
Sexual violence closely relates to power relation; thus, 
it can happen to children, gender minorities, students, 
persons with disabilities, domestic workers, subordinates 
in industrial relations, and any kinds of subordination and 
other hierarchies in society.

Sexual violence is socially recognized as a problem, 
but it tends to be seen as a matter of morality, public 
decency, honor, or as a crime against family and society. 
The essence of sexual violence as a violation of one’s 
bodily integrity is often negated. This perspective 
imposes a moral burden and stigma on a victim and even 
her family. Therefore, the victims often feel reluctant to 
talk about their experience of violence. When a victim 
talks about the sexual violence she has experienced, her 
morality and sexual history tend to be judged by her 
family, community, and the officers of law enforcement. 

Another problem of sexual violence is the fact that 
the legal positivism paradigm is not able to see sexual 
violence more broadly. This paradigm imposes the 
burden on legal evidence - such as penetration, evidence, 
witnesses; to the victim. As a result, the law often fails to 
dispense justice and remedies fairly to the victims, let 

alone to make people aware that sexual violence is a 
crime.

Legislation to eliminate and prevent sexual violence 
is a political action to voice the issue of sexual violence. 
Furthermore, if sexual violence is recognized as a social 
problem, the opportunity to assert the position of women 
and other marginal groups as equal citizens is possible. It 
is one of the main principles of women’s struggle against 
The Elimination of Sexual Violence Bill (RUU PKS).

In other countries, the legal definition of sexual 
violence has evolved. For example, rape and sexual 
assault are defined as acts imposed by force or coercion 
with a lack of consent. In addition, legal thinking on 
sexual violence has emphasized the dimensions of 
protection and support for the victims/survivors needed 
during the process of unveiling sexual violence, the legal 
process, and also after the legal process. 

The number of cases of sexual violence recorded 
by Komnas Perempuan (The National Commission 
on Violence against Women) and various women’s 
organizations for the last ten years or so has actually 
shown the tip of the iceberg from the depths of the 
situation of violence against women in Indonesia. 
Therefore, suspicion of attempts to position sexual 
violence as a social problem is a patriarchal tactic to 
perpetuate the status quo of gender inequality and the 
hierarchy of sexuality towards women. (Atnike Nova 
Sigiro)
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university level. 

Keywords: sexual violence at university level; rape culture; feminist 
logic; standpoint feminism
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Various data from the society show the tendency of increasing number 
of incest’s cases. This study aims to analyze the narratives of five cases of 
fathers who become perpetrators of incest. This study was conducted 
in 2016 to five fathers of incestuous perpetrators, who inhabited two 
Correctional Institutions in Bengkulu. This study was conducted using 
feminist narrative analysis and found that incestuous perpetrators 
rationalize their crimes based on their sexual identity and history to the 
victim. The history of the victims’ sexuality, which represents corrupted, 
dirty, wild, and naughty bodies, became a justification for incest. 
Persons with disabilities faced multiple vulnerabilities, not only being 
humiliated through the rape by their fathers, but they were also being 
blamed for their inability to participate in the investigation process and 
court hearings. The research has found linkages between incest and 
early marriage, troubled marriages, and early divorce. The construction 
of hypersexuality and the objectification of the perpetrators towards 
child sexuality had failed to guide the perpetrators towards a sane 
relationship.

Keywords: incest narrative, feminist narrative analysis, incest 
rationalization, disabled incest victims
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Power Relations and Sexual Violence in the Campus
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Sexual violence on campus is a crime against humanity that is difficult 
to uncover because of professors’ power relations and domination over 
students. Power relations also manifest at the structural level so that 
sexual violence is often dismissed and silenced by the administrators. 
The campus environment’s hierarchy of status and positions makes 
sexual crime cases go on for years without any accountability. On the 
other hand, there are efforts such as the collective action of lecturers 

across faculties to protect victims from the perpetrators and bring the 
perpetrators to justice. This study describes the author’s experience in 
dealing with sexual violence on campus and using a reflexive approach 
in addressing sexual violence in Indonesia.

Keywords: Keywords: sexual violence in campus, power relations, 
crimes against humanity
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Recognizing the Needs and Challenges in Handling the 
Victims of Sexual Violence: Learning from the Experiences 

of ‘Forum Pengada Layanan’
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This article will describe a research on the experiences of the members 
of ‘Forum Pengada Layanan’ or Service Provider Forum (FPL), a civil 
society initiative, in handling the victims of sexual violence. Through 
FPL’s experience, this article will analyze the importance of legal 
protection and the availability of financial and human resources, in 
handling and protecting victims of sexual violence. This research was 
conducted using mixed methods, namely quantitative methods using 
surveys and qualitative methods using in-depth interviews. This article 
concludes that the legal umbrella regarding the elimination of sexual 
violence with victims’ perspective would provide stronger foundation 
for protection, legal processes, and the availability of resources in 
handling cases of sexual violence in Indonesia.

Keywords: sexual violence; victim’s perspective; abolition of sexual 
violence; legislating sexual violence
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