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Feminism and Love

Love is one of the most talked about topics and we 
are surrounded by various representations of love 
in our daily lives. Several works of art and literature 

as well as music, movies, soap operas and commercials 
have love as main theme. Love, as it is often narrated in 
romantic tales, is considered as indefinable, mysterious 
and beyond rational discourse. The meaning of love is 
held to be knowable only intuitively, at the level of feeling, 
and cannot be communicated in precise terms (Jackson 
1999). Therefore, love is often seen as a unique personal 
need and a desire which is placed in the private realm. The 
idea of this kind of love is widely believed by society thus 
things that are part of social and cultural construction of 
love tend to be taken for granted. Meanwhile, social and 
cultural constructs are influencing and determining the 
meaning and definition of love. It can be said that there 
are two dominant readings of love (Grossi 2014). On the 
one hand love is seen in close relationship with patriarchy 
and heterosexuality. This is because the narrative of love 
is mostly associated with procreation, family, marriage 
and the household, as well as with monogamy and / 
or polygamy and loyalty. Thus for women, love is easily 
translated as being a wife or mother. On the other hand 
love is seen as not to be bound by social imperatives 
and constraints; on the contrary, it is related to the idea 
of freedom, equality and ones capability to act. In other 
words love is seen as a force capable of overcoming 
existing social barriers. Therefore for women love is 
considered to be liberating and empowering.

In feminist thought, the issue of love has been studied 
by early thinkers such as Simone de Beauvoir, Shulamith 
Firestone and Ti-Grace Atkinson, feminists who criticize 
the role of love in perpetuating patriarchal relationships.  
In the 1980s, this was followed by feminists such as Luce 
Irigaray, Julia Kristeva, Audre Lodre and bell hooks who 
viewed love in more productive ways. According to 
Jackson (1999), feminist criticism of love is related to the 
notion that love is seen as an ideology that legitimizes 
women’s oppression and which keeps them trapped 
in exploitative heterosexual relationships. In addition, 

love is also seen to make women vulnerable, not only to 
exploitation, but also to being hurt by men. Feminists also 
see romantic love critically. This is because romantic love 
is central to heterosexuality and contributes to gender 
inequality and violence against women.

On the other hand there are also a number of feminists 
who view love as a form of resistance and transformation 
which can give women the capability to act. Lynne 
Pearce and Jackie Stacey who study the narrative of 
romance, argue that love retains its ability to free women 
from the patriarchal grip because of its “narrative” power. 
According to them the fusion with the love narrative 
allows women to facilitate the “rewriting of other spheres 
of life” (Grossi 2014). Moreover, the idea of queer thinkers 
who try to move beyond a conventional understanding 
of love, is also important in the discourse of love. This 
idea, for example, is related to dismantle the definition 
of love that is often associated with heterosexual sex 
or associated with human nature. The same goes with 
the dismantling of the relationship between love with 
marriage, family and procreation. Also important to 
note is that love sometimes correlates with concepts 
such as work, care, desire, and romance. Although often 
associated with romantic romance, the meaning of love 
is actually very broad.

Today’s society has a tendency to view love as a profit-
generating commodity or as a means to obtain pleasure 
and even subjugation and domination. Here, it is 
important to study feminist views on love, to look at it as 
an important ethical, social and / or political power with 
an interdisciplinary approach. Therefore, JP96 discusses 
love in homosexual relationships, feminist experiences 
in romantic relationships, existence of popular culture 
in introducing patriarchal love values, violence in dating 
relationships, philosophical meaning of love, and how 
women experience the meaning of love. This issue 
encourages the deconstruction of ideological work that 
subordinates women in love and hopes to sharpen the 
feminist theoretical framework on the issue of love while 
finding mechanisms for change. (Anita Dhewy) 

Editorial
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Hendri Yulius (Department of Gender and Cultural Studies, 
University of Sydney, School of Philosophical and Historical 

Inquiry, New South Wales, Australia) 

Rethinking and Queering Relationships in the Age of 
Same-sex Marriage: Multiplicities, Intensities, and New 

Potentialities 

DDC: 305 
Jurnal Perempuan, Vol. 23 No. 1, February 2018, pp. 1-9, 1 image, 20 ref. 

This essay presents a theoretical discussion, analysis, and formulation 
to reconfigure new meanings, potentialities and multiplicities of 
homosexual relationships. After a brief discussion on the rapid 
popularization of marriage equality as the primary goal of queer 
movements, an overview of queer critiques of marriage is provided. 
Special attention will be given to the discussion about homonormativity 
and the sharp criticism from queer negativity/anti-social queers. 
For these critiques, the subjects are encouraged to occupy an abject 
position, which I argue, only further depoliticize queer politics. After a 
critical overview of this political stance, I offer the accounts of Foucault 
and Deleuze to explore multiple forms of relationships beyond marital 
institution, focusing on the ways in which relationships are to be 
understood in terms of potentialities, intensities, and emergent forms 
and functions beyond the existing language capacities and formalized 
forms. This essay should, however, is not meant to be masterly or 
prescriptive, but rather is a modest effort to spur more critical concerns, 
discussions, and debates among queer Indonesians. 

Keywords: queer, homosexual, marriage equality, Foucault, Deleuze, 
potentialities, multiplicities, relationship

Meike Lusye Karolus1 & Laili Nur Anisah2 (1Center for Southeast 
Asian Social Studies, Universitas Gadjah Mada, Yogyakarta, 

Indonesia & 2Jejer Wadon, Boyolali, Jawa Tengah, Indonesia)

When Female Feminists Falling in Love: Ideology,  
Media, and Practices

DDC: 305 
Jurnal Perempuan, Vol. 23 No. 1, February 2018, pp. 11-17, 20 ref. 

Falling in love is a universal experience that cannot be limited by racial, 
religious, ethnic, or even ideologies. Female feminists also experience 
falling in love and being in a relationship. When falling in love, female 
feminists often face the tension between their consciousness holding 
on to feminist ideology, and their collective experience influenced 
by patriarchal culture. Therefore, female feminists often have to 
compromise and negotiate in their relationships. This paper examines 
the contemplative experiences of female feminists falling in love in 
the context of patriarchal culture by focusing on three main areas: 
feminist ideology, the influence of patriarchal media, and relationships 
in everyday lives. This research is a descriptive-qualitative paper which 
uses in-depth interviews with female feminists of different backgrounds 
in Yogyakarta, Surabaya and Jombang. Findings show that female 
feminists’ concept about love cannot be separated from the existence 
of their partners, the experience and media reproduction towards the 
concept of love, and the practice of female feminists relations formed 
before a formal relationship. 

Keywords: love, feminism, media, female feminist, patriarchy 

Aulia Rahmawati (Department of Communication Studies, 
Faculty of Social dan Political Sciences, Universitas 

Pembangunan Nasional Veteran Jawa Timur, Surabaya, 
Indonesia) 

Romance and Femininity in Indonesian Teenage Dramas:  
A Transnational Post-Feminist Analysis

DDC: 305 
Jurnal Perempuan, Vol. 23 No. 1, February 2018, pp. 19-27, 25 ref. 

Even after the rise of Indonesian feminist film directors like Nia Dinata, 
Mira Lesmana, Mouly Surya, Nan T Achnas and Lola Amaria, Indonesian 
moviegoers still flock to the cinemas to watch teenage romance 
dramas, many of which are badly written. This paper examines the way 
romance and femininity have been shaped in cinematic representation 
in the movies London Love Story 2, Promise and Dear Nathan. This 
paper concludes that Indonesian romance teenage dramas are 
entrenched with masculine power and heavily dominated spectacles 
in which the feminine heroines are treated as passive objects of desire 
whose agency and subjectivity are being stripped away. Using feminist 
literature on post-feminist romance cinema, the heroines in these films 
have mostly been constructed as independent, smart and seemingly 
capable to act at first, but nevertheless pursue romantic, traditional, 
heterosexual relationships saturated with masculine control and 
dominance. This paper shows that the awareness of post-feminism has 
become transnational, crossing geographical borders between West 
and East, and has influenced the production and consumption process 
of the popular entertainment industry, including in Indonesia.  

Keywords: love, romance, teenage dramas, post-feminism 

Nike Nadia (Gender Studies Program, School of Strategic and 
Global Studies, Universitas Indonesia, Jakarta, Indonesia) 

In the Name of Love: Power Relation and Revictimization 
on Sexual Violence Case in Courtship  

(Case Study of Court Decision)

DDC: 305 
Jurnal Perempuan, Vol. 23 No. 1, February 2018, pp. 29-34, 1 table, 11 ref. 

This paper aims to explain the dimensions of the imbalanced power 
relations and revictimization that occur in rape cases by the victim’s 
partner. Using the case study of court decisions and radical feminist 
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Abstract

This paper aims to explain the dimensions of the imbalanced power relations and revictimization that occur in rape cases by the victim’s 
partner. Using the case study of court decisions and radical feminist theory as a tool of analysis, the author argues that the narrative ‘in 
the name of love’ used by perpetrators of sexual violence in personal relationships is another manifestation of the inequality of power 
relations and becomes the site of subjugation of the female body. Therefore, forms of exploitation that use a ‘proof of love’ narrative in 
cases of forced sexual intercourse in personal relationships should be identified as part of sexual violence.
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Introduction

In 2015, a court decision in Indonesia caused a public 
uproar. It sentenced a perpetrator who raped his partner 
through seduction and the ‘proof of love’ narrative. 
The consideration of the judges to include persuasion 
as part of the wider means of a rape crime was a legal 
breakthrough in the recognition of the imbalanced power 
relations, illustrating it as the root of sexual violence in 
personal relationships. It was a reminder that Indonesian 
laws concerning rape require violence or threats as an 
element of crime, while persuasion is not considered to 
fall in either category. As a result, many cases of sexual 
assault including rape that occur in the private realm 
often can not be processed by law because they do not 
meet the existing elements of criminal acts. The victim 
is often even further removed from access to justice 
because the law neglects to acknowledge the complexity 
of imbalanced power relations that often occur in cases 
of sexual violence in personal relationships. 

Through this exposure, it becomes clear that ‘in 
the name of love’ is a phrase that is often used by the 
offenders to achieve the goal of sexual violence towards 
their partners. Persuasion is often misunderstood as a 
manifestation of love and actually opens the room for 
submission of the female body. Like the classic notion 
Brownmiller stated about rape, ‘It (Rape) is not a crime of 
lust, but of violence and power’, rape is not a crime of lust, 

but a representation of violence and power (Brownmiller 
1976). In this case, sexual violence committed by one’s 
partner is often regarded as a matter of love and lust 
alone, while in many sexual violence cases it is actually 
the complexity of the imbalanced power relations that 
it is the source of uprooting a woman’s integrity and 
self-autonomy. By reflecting on the juridical facts and 
the judges’ considerations in the courtroom, this paper 
seeks to illustrate the imbalance of power relations that 
often hold back victims of sexual violence in personal 
relationships, especially couples who are dating. To get a 
complete picture of the situation, I will take a closer look 
at sexual violence in the personal realm in Indonesia.

The National Commission on Violence Against Women 
(Komnas Perempuan) documents sexual violence as the 
second highest form of violence after physical violence 
in the personal sphere, at 34% or 3495 cases (Komnas 
Perempuan 2017a). Rape is the most documented form 
of sexual violence in the personal realm, in 1,389 cases 
or 39.7% of all cases, followed by abuse in 1,266 cases 
or 36.2% (Komnas Perempuan 2017a). Another finding 
is that the highest number of perpetrators of sexual 
violence in the private realm is the victim’s partner, ie 
as many as 2,017 people (Komnas Perempuan 2017b). 
These numbers are in line with the findings of a survey 
conducted by Lentera Sintas Indonesia in 2016 that 69% 
of the perpetrators of rape are people who are close to 
the victim (Lentera Sintas 2016).
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The documentation of cases handled by the Legal Aid 
Institute Lembaga Bantuan Hukum APIK Jakarta provides 
more interesting data to look at. In 2013, LBH APIK Jakarta 
has handled 62 of violence in a relationship (Yayasan LBH 
APIK Jakarta 2013). In line with data compiled by Komnas 
Perempuan every year, it is mostly cases of sexual violence 
in a relationship that LBH APIK Jakarta handles. LBH APIK 
Jakarta divides the forms of violence in a relationship in 
the following categories: 

Table 1. Cases of Violence in a Relationship Handled  
by YLBH APIK Jakarta 2013

No Type of Case Number Percentage
1 Sexual violence 48 77,42 %

2 Economic exploitation 1 1,61 %

3 Broken promise 4 6,45 %

4 Physical 3 4,84%

5 Psychological 6 9,68%

Number 62 100%
 Source: Annual Report LBH APIK Jakarta 2013

Through the table above, it can be concluded that 
the highest number of perpetrators of sexual violence in 
the private sphere are the partners in the relationships, 
and sexual violence is one form of violence that often 
occurs in a relationship, especially when considering the 
phenomenon of the iceberg that often occurs in cases of 
sexual violence. The absence of laws that accommodate 
the complexity of a woman’s experience is one major 
obstacle, coupled with many other problems for female 
victims of sexual violence in the private sphere, such as 
the responsibilities that society imposes on women to 
protect their virtue, and the culture of victim blaming 
that makes many victims of sexual violence decide to stay 
silent.

The complexity of the above conditions demonstrates 
how disparities in power relations in the construction 
of the sex/gender system have left women vulnerable 
to violence, including sexual violence. To that end, this 
paper seeks to examine a court decision issued by the 
District Court in Sumatra in 2015. The use of a case study 
of a court decision is aimed at getting a clearer picture of 
the complexity of imbalanced power relations in cases of 
sexual violence in relationships where perpetrators use 
the ‘proof of love’ narrative as a justification for the crime 
of rape committed on the victims.

The verdict actually questioned the Public Prosecutor’s 
demands on the alleged criminal act of rape in accordance 
with article 285 of the Criminal Code with the perpetrator 
who is a policeman (Putusan Pengadilan Nomor ... 2015). 

When the incident happened, the offender, Adi (not his 
real name), was in a relationship with the victim, Ina (not 
her real name). At that time the two went on a date, and 
Adi raped Ina, using persuasion to have sexual intercourse 
as proof of love (Putusan Pengadilan Nomor ... 2015). The 
Panel of Judges then declared that Adi was legally and 
convincingly proven to have committed the criminal 
act of rape because persuasion and false promises are 
considered to be included in the threat of violence in the 
criminal act of rape in accordance with the provisions 
of Article 285 of the Criminal Code (Putusan Pengadilan 
Nomor ... 2015).

This ruling is interesting to examine because the 
substance of the judges’ consideration has identified 
the inequality of power relations as the root of the 
vulnerability of women experiencing sexual violence. 
To that end, the formulation of the problems raised in 
this paper is how the ‘in love’ narrative, which is actually 
a manifestation of the imbalance of power relations in a 
relationship, makes women vulnerable to various forms 
of sexual violence and other forms of revictimization.

The approach to this study is a qualitative research 
with a feminist perspective, while the research method is 
a case study. This paper uses an analysis of radical feminist 
theories. The presentation in this paper has its limitations 
because it will only specifically explain how the individual 
experiences of women who experienced sexual violence 
by their partners are projected in the context of a court 
decision, without being able to directly hear the voice 
of the surviving woman in this case. Nevertheless, the 
author hopes that the exposure in this paper may explain 
another picture of the complexity of imbalanced power 
relations in cases of sexual violence in relationships 
experienced by women through the narrative of love and 
seduction. The author is of course fully aware that the 
experience of sexual violence of each survivor or victim is 
diverse, whether documented by law or not.

The ‘In The Name of Love’ Narration as Another Form 
of Body Control

To further explore the problem, it is important to 
understand that the sex/gender system has determined 
biological sexuality as a product of human activity 
(Tong 1998). The use of biological facts then becomes 
a justification for gender roles attached to women and 
men. Millett (1970) as quoted by Tong (1998) stated that 
men always play a masculine and dominant role, while 
women are burdened with the subordinate role. Within 
the framework of the sex/gender system, oppression of 
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women often occurrs because of the social construction 
of women’s femininity (Tong 1998).

Based on the explanation above, it can be understood 
that the context of power in feminist analysis is 
manifested in the form of power relations, and therefore 
the dynamics of violence in personal relations are 
considered to be closely related to the control and 
unequal power by one party (Kelly 1988). In the case of 
sexual violence as a form of control over the female body, 
the vulnerability experienced by women occurs due 
to the construction of femininity attached to women. 
Female sexuality becomes synonymous with violence 
because the construction of the sex/gender system lets 
men to have control over female sexuality (Kelly 1988). It 
is because of this that violence in personal relationships 
continues to happen. 

The concept of femininity in a patriarchal culture 
often leaves women vulnerable to violence. When it 
comes to sexual violence in heterosexual relationships, 
the construction of the sex/gender system explains how 
the decision-making process involving the female body is 
often determined by the dominance of male power. This 
causes women to be vulnerable to different and repeated 
forms of violence in their relationships, including sexual 
violence. One of the contributing factors to the pattern 
is that the ‘in the name of love’ narrative is sometimes 
not identified as another manifestation of the partner’s 
control and power efforts over the victim.

When reflecting on this court decision, it becomes 
clear that the construction of the sex/gender system 
leaves women and men shackled in dualistic gender 
roles. The concept of femininity in a patriarchal culture 
can be seen in the decision-making process of the female 
body that is often determined by male dominance in 
the process of dating. Based on the juridical facts of the 
verdict, it can be seen how Adi initiated contact with 
Ina from the beginning of the relationship, for example, 
talking on the phone and through social media, he was 
the first to express his love and to initiate sexual contact 
(Putusan Pengadilan Nomor ... 2015). The sequence above 
shows how the construction of the gender roles of men 
who are ‘expected’ to behave predominantly manifests in 
the interaction between victims and perpetrators.

Besides the main argument–that there was no 
consent–it looks like the sexual violence experienced 
by Ina in this case truly happened because of the deep 
roots of patriarchal ideology. According to Lloyd in his 
manuscript “The Darkside of Courtship: Violence and 
Sexual Exploitation”, it is explained that patriarchal culture 

leads to the ownership of female sexuality as determined 
by their male partners (Lloyd 1991). As a result, women 
are vulnerable to sexual violence in relationships, 
including pressure to engage in sexual relations through 
seduction and promises.

The juridical facts in this Court Decision also explain 
how the relations in a courtship in fact perpetuate the 
double standard of the female body, where men play a 
dominant gender role to take decisions and initiations on 
their partner’s body, while women are charged by society 
with the task of always being ‘pure’ and protect their 
honor. Therefore, it can be understood why the inequality 
of power relations in personal relationships does not 
always manifest in the form of physical injury alone, but 
can occur in the form of invisible violence such as the 
pressure to have sexual relations to ‘prove one’s love’.

Furthermore, another reflection that can be 
questioned in this case is about how the narrative of love 
through persuasion and false promises are often used 
by perpetrators to engage in sexual violence. Reviewing 
the arguments offered by Lloyd, exploitation occurring in 
relationships happens for two reasons: (1) the difference 
of internalization between men and women is about the 
true meaning of the relationship. Compared to women, 
men generally feel more in control in a relationship. (2) 
The factor of romanticism in a relationship causes people 
to stay despite negative patterns in their relations (Lloyd 
1991). In the context of the case study discussed in this 
paper, the form of exploitation by Adi occurred through 
persuasion as proof of love (Court Decision Number: 4xx 
/ PID.B / 201x / PN. Bgl 2015). By internalizing his gender 
roles, Adi felt entitled to Ina’s body and then deliberately 
ignored the absence of consent that should be the main 
prerequisite when it comes to consensual sex. Adi then 
used the narrative of love through persuasion and false 
promises to achieve his goal, sexual intercourse.

Based on the analysis above, it can be concluded that 
the dynamics of power relations in a personal relationship 
can break the assumption that persuasion in coercion 
of sexual intercourse is not a crime, but merely an act 
of mutual sympathy. This assumption is incorrect, since 
the inequality of power relations has rendered women 
into subordination and vulnerability of such violence, 
so that acts of sexual violence in personal relationships 
may occur even without prior violence. Furthermore, 
the various narratives in the name of love as part of 
the false promise and the perpetrators’ persuasion in 
real nonconsensual sexual cases can be understood as 
another form of female body domination. This is in view of 
the exploitative actions by the perpetrator on the victim, 
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and the absence of the affirmative and sustained consent 
of the victim during sexual contact. This condition will 
then have a negative impact on the victims, including the 
deprivation of integrity and self-autonomy of the victim.

Revictimizing Victims in Cases of Sexual Violence in 
Relationships

The findings in the previous section have shown 
us how disparities in power relations leave women 
vulnerable to potential violence. But more than that, 
victims of sexual violence in personal relationships 
actually are also vulnerable to being revictimizied after 
their experience of violence. The forms of revictimization 
that specifically target women like this cause the true 
victims who are in the middle of trying to survive to 
experience continuous violence, be it in the private 
sphere, the community or the state. Through reflection 
on the juridical facts of the court decision, I identified at 
least six conditions of victimization experienced by Ina, 
as a survivor who has experienced sexual violence in the 
form of rape in her relationship. Here are my findings:

a.	 The Repetition of Stereotypes and Stigmas Aimed at 
the Victims:
Looking at the testimonies during this trial, many 

revolved around Ina’s hobby of playing billiard. 
Testominies like how Adi first saw Ina playing billiard or 
how Ina played billiard during the day or in the evening 
became a separate subject of discussion during the 
trial. Furthermore, even the question if Ina likes to play 
billiard alone or with friends became a subject of the trial 
(Court Decision Number: 4xx/PID.B/201x/PN. Bgl 2015). 
In fact, the trial was not far from focusing on the sexual 
profile of the woman who became the victim, including a 
debate with whom and when she went out. This finding 
shows how Ina was in a vulnerable position exposed 
to revictimization in the trial, when she was portrayed 
as a certain stereotype. Furthermore, this continuous 
stereotyping potentially not only happened to Ina in 
court, but also in her community. 

Besides stereotypes, the stigma of not being a good 
woman is often used as an accusation of the victim by the 
perpertrator. In this case, the woman – as the guardian of 
morality in the constructed sex/gender system – is often 
considered responsible for the violence she experiences. 
This is in line with Kelly’s findings, stating that the threat 
of sexual violence makes women limited in scope, so 
women are responsible themselves for not becoming 
victims of violence (Kelly 1988). Finally, when a woman 

is portrayed as a figure who is moving outside the 
construction of standard femininity, like going out and 
willing to meet her boyfriend at night, she will be labeled 
as ‘bad woman’. This is certainly a form of revictimization 
for female victims, not only because of the constant 
negative stigma, but also because of the potential for 
escaping the actual case in question, namely the act of 
rape the perpetrators committed on their victims.

b.	 Peace Efforts in Cases of Violence in Personal 
Relationships
The following reflection is a portrayal of the many 

peace efforts in cases of violence in personal relationships. 
For example, in the context of this case, Adi has been 
reported to the police for a similar case but was released 
because the victim decided to make peace (Court Decision 
Number: 4xx / PID.B / 201x / PN. Bgl 2015). In many cases 
of violence in personal relationships, the victims decide 
to make peace with their partners for various reasons, but 
often the perpetrator repeats his actions. This is closely 
related to the dominance and control that the offender 
has against his partner, and therefore peace is often seen 
as the only way out. Meanwhile, in the context of this 
case, the peace offer became an opportunity for Adi to 
repeat his crime against other women.

c.	 The Lack of Legal Framework and the Pattern of 
Repeat Offenders 
As a result of the absence of legal framework for sexual 

assault cases occurring in the personal sphere with adult 
victims, the possibility of perpetrators to repeat the crime 
to the same victim or other women is wide open. In this 
case, it can be identified that the pattern of repetition 
occurs due to the absence of strict legal sanctions in 
punishing the perpetrator in previous cases. In the legal 
context in Indonesia, the marginalization of female 
victims is seen in the legal vacuum when it comes to 
rape, particularly for cases of nonviolent rape and/or the 
threat of violence in adult relationships. As an illustration, 
Article 285 of the Criminal Code explains that rape has 
elements of violence and/or threats of violence outside 
of marriage as a precondition for the perpetrators to 
be punished. On the other hand, in the case of rape in 
a personal relationship, many perpetrators do not use 
violence to be able to have sexual intercourse with their 
victims, for example through promises, cajoling and 
deceit. In the absence of a legal framework that includes 
the complexity of the women’s experience, victims 
of sexual violence often re-experience victimization 
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because they have been kept away in their efforts to 
access justice and recovery.

d.	 The Excuse of Mutual Affection as Defense of the 
Perpetrator 
In the context of sexual violence in personal 

relationships, most cases cannot be prosecuted due 
to the weakness of the legal framework in such cases, 
especially if the victim is an adult. The excuse of mutual 
affection becomes the most common justification by 
the perpetrator to escape legal prosecution. In fact, in 
the context of personal relationships, domination and 
control are closely connected to the access someone has 
to the person who is controlled. The access to have sexual 
contact with one’s partner is often determined by how 
lax the power relations are established in a relationship 
(Kelly 1988). That means that the argument of mutual 
affection becomes irrelevant when there is an imbalance 
of power relations as well as an imbalance of bargaining 
power between two partners.

In the context of this ruling, Adi used the argument 
of mutual affection as basis for defending the allegations 
against him, even though at the time of the incident he 
didn’t receive affirmative confirmation or approval from 
Ina (Court Decision Number: 4xx/PID.B/201x/PN. Bgl 
2015). This picture shows the challenges that victims of 
sexual violence face in accessing justice when the ‘utmost 
resistance’ prerequisite becomes something that must 
be proven rather than considering whether the sexual 
intercourse has been approved by both parties. In this 
case, the judge’s allegiance to the victims of violence is 
needed in deciding cases.

e.	 Persuasion, Layered Violence and Other Repetitions 
Finally, persuasion as a form of inequality of power 

relations causes the perspective or value of truth of the 
victim to be very dependent on the person in control. 
According to Kirkwood, an inequality of power relations 
exists when one side has a greater influence on the 
behavior and perspective of the other (Kirkwood 1993). 
Persuasion as the embodiment of proof of love is the 
classic way of the perpetrator to control the body of 
the victim. In the context of sexual violence in personal 
relationships, domination and control make women 
experience violence that is not only repetitive, but also 
layered. In this case, the victimization of the female 
victim occurs when is vulnerable to experience a cycle of 
abuse. Not only sexual violence, a victim of violence in 
a relationship may not only experience sexual violence, 
but also other forms of violence by her partner. 

f.	 Minimizing the Actions of the Sexual Violence 
Perpetrator by Framing ‘Playboy’
Outside the courtroom, it is often the media coverage 

and the public’s assertion that the perpetrators of sexual 
violence act solely as a playboy. In the case study in 
this paper, the framing of the news that later surfaced 
precisely revolved around the use of the word ‘playboy’ 
to represent the crime the perpetrator committed. For 
example, search engine Google shows various headlines 
called “Police Playboy Gets Five Years” or “For the First 
Time in Indonesia, Playboy of the Police Squad is Subject 
to Rape Article” as news related to the case study in this 
paper.

It is not only in the courtroom that sexual assault 
committed by a man to his partner engaged in courtship 
or friendship is often discounted as the act of a ‘playboy’. 
This kind of framing clearly positions the victim of 
sexual violence in another potential of revictimization, 
because it tends to downplay the crime committed by 
the perpetrator. In this regard, it is interesting to examine 
Brownmiller’s (1975) idea, as quoted by Humm (1992), 
which states that society should be able to distinguish 
which ones are cases of masculinity and which ones are 
cases where biological needs are able to reject biological 
explanations that are often used to justify a particular 
gender construct. The ability to distinguish between 
these two things can actually help us understand that the 
qualities of men who are considered to have a biological 
impulse and are considered fair to initiate sexual contact 
without consent are wrong.

Conclusion

In the case of sexual violence by means of persuasion, 
the decision-making process involving the female body is 
often determined by the dominance of the male partner. 
Therefore, relationships can potentially turn into a space 
that perpetuates the double standard of the female body, 
in which men are considered to have a dominant gender 
role to make decisions and initiations on their partner’s 
body, while women are charged by society with the task 
of always being ‘pure’ and protecting their honor.

The ‘in the name of love’ narrative then becomes a 
justification that is often used by the offender to achieve 
the goal of sexual violence against his partner. Persuasion 
is often misunderstood as a manifestation of love by one’s 
partner, while it is actually another submersive space for 
the female body. This is in view of the exploitative actions 
on the victim by the perpetrator, and the absence of the 
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affirmative and sustained consent of the victim during 
sexual contact. As a result, victims of sexual violence 
are not only vulnerable to various forms of violence, but 
also to revictimization. The complexity of this condition 
then leads the victim to the various negative effects of 
sexual violence, including deprivation of integrity and 
self-autonomy.

Furthermore, in my attempt to reflect on this verdict, 
I found that the victimization of the victim of sexual 
violence was manifested in various aspects, such as the 
stigma of being a ‘bad woman’, the framing of perpetrator 
to merely act as a playboy, the effort to marginalize the 
case through the argument of mutual affection, the 
peace effort as a way out for the perpetrator, the pattern 
of repeat offenders due to the weakness of legal sanctions 
and the absence of a legal framework, the potential 
cycle of abuse, as well as persuasion as one form of an 
imbalance of power relations are identified as an integral 
form of sexual violence.

As a whole, it can be concluded that forms of 
exploitation using the ‘in the name of love’ narrative in 
cases of forced sexual relations in personal relationships 
should be identified by society and law enforcement 
as part of sexual violence. In this case, a thorough 
understanding of the concepts of an affirmative, positive 
and sustained agreement should become a focal point 
in understanding whether a relationship is consensual 
or not. Perhaps this is the way that the allegations for 
victims of sexual violence in personal relationships can 
be realized.
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